Ultrasound-guided localisation and bedside retrieval of a fractured peripheral intravenous cannula: a rare iatrogenic complication

Abstract
Fracture of a peripheral intravenous cannula with intravascular retention is a rare but potentially serious complication. We report a case of a fractured peripheral intravenous cannula retained in a forearm vein below the cubital fossa, localised using ultrasound and retrieved via a small incision.

Case Report
A 60-year-old male presented after road traffic accident with tibial fracture. Following IV cannulation in the forearm, pain and bleeding were noted. On removal, the cannula was found fractured. Ultrasound showed a linear echogenic structure in a forearm vein. A small incision was made and the fragment was retrieved.

Learning Points
Early recognition, ultrasound localisation and timely removal prevent complications.

